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Is neutering or spaying my pet a good idea?  YES!  Not only is there a serious 
over population epidemic growing in the United States, but the shelters are full of 
unwanted and returned animals.  There is a misconception that spayed & neutered 
animals get fat and lazy.  The only way that happens is through overfeeding and/or not 
getting enough exercise.  After all, the pets usually can’t open the refrigerator door to 
feed themselves. They rely on us.

Spaying and neutering can eliminate several problems before they start.  For females 
the benefi ts are:
*Eliminates the heat cycles
*Preventing accidental pregnancies and unwanted offspring
*Reducing the risk of breast tumors or cancer
*Preventing uterine infections found in older pets

For males the benefi ts are:
*Reducing undesired behavior such as spraying (cats) or urine marking (dogs)
*Reducing the risks of prostate & testicular disease or cancer
*Eliminates the “tom cat” urine smell
*Reduces escaping/roaming urges and aggression

For parents who want their children to see “the miracle of birth,” why not rent 
a video about reproduction?  The cost of having a litter is a lot more than people 
realize. More often than not, well meaning friends who say they would love a kitten 
or puppy aren’t able to take one after all.  How about taking the children to the 
Humane Society and let them see fi rst hand all the animals that need homes?

SPAYING & NEUTERING - IS IT IMPORTANT?

We want to offer our special thanks to all those who have recommenced us to their friends this year. 
We are deeply grateful for your trust.

If you made a referral and your name does not appear on this list, please accept our thanks and our apology for omitting your name.



August 21, Bark at the Park – Portland Beaver’s Game
Join the Beavers at PGE Park along with man’s best friend for a fun night out.

WHAT’S UP FOR AUGUST TO LEASH OR NOT TO LEASH?

A LIGHT BULB MOMENT
Has this every happened to you? You come 
home from a hard day at the offi ce, you go into 
the kitchen to feed your hungry multiple cat 
household, and voila, one or more has left you 
a gift - a runny, smelly pile gift.  The problem is 
you don’t know who did it. When you call your 
veterinarian, you know they’re going to ask 
which one, to which you reply,”I don’t know 

who, I wasn’t here when it happened.”  Well, this 
may be your answer. For each cat, you shave a 
different color crayon in their food.  BE SURE 
IT IS THE NON-TOXIC KIND. A little bit , 4-5 
shavings is all that is needed. Then when the gift 
is presented again, you know who did it.  Just 
remember which color went to which cat!

Summer is upon us, and the good weather brings everyone out - including our dogs. The City of Portland 
welcomes dogs in most parks; however, dog owners are required to keep their dog(s) on a leash at all times, 
with the exception of designated off-leash areas and/or hours. Owners are also required to pick up their 
dog’s waste and dispose of it properly.                                                                                                                 

Many pet owners ask themselves: Why should my dog be on a leash when he is well behaved and obeys 
my command?  Unfortunately, not all dogs will mind their owners, especially when they see someone or 
something new.  It is their nature to investigate, and it is in the nature of many dogs to chase. For example: an 
elderly person or small child is walking in the park and up bounds an unleashed dog.   All the person sees is 
an uncontrolled dog approaching them rapidly. They have no idea if the dog is friendly, if the dog will bite, or if 
the dog will knock them over trying to get around them in pursuit of a squirrel.  An overly excited dog may 
not respond reliably to the owner’s voice commands. A related problem is the dog that is people- friendly, 
but dog aggressive.  Without a leash, if the dog gets into a bad situation, the owner has no control.

As far as dog waste, it is never OK to not pick up!  Not picking up after your dog is the best way to ensure 
that dog parks become contaminated with internal parasites.  Many intestinal parasites (roundworms, 
hookworms, whipworms) lay their eggs in the animal’s feces.  The eggs then are there in the environment, 
waiting to infect more dogs – or people.  Roundworms and hookworms will happily infect people, with 
children being the most susceptible.  In addition, when dogs urinate or defecate in wildlife nesting habitats, 
wildlife have little choice but to look elsewhere for a suitable clean place to hatch out their young.  Since dog 
waste accumulates much faster than it degrades, it ends up in our water ways through seepage, and unlike 
human waste, it does not go through a fi ltering process.  It also contains heavy deposits of nitrogen fertilizer.  
Nitrogen loving plants, (weeds!) become over abundant, choking out our native plants.

Many pet owners still allow their pets off leash in undesignated areas or at undesignated hours. It only takes 
one occurrence to call attention to the fact that someone is “breaking the rules”. Penalties imposed by the 
city are steep, at $150 per incident. The ultimate cost can be the loss of yet another area to take our dogs.

Off-leash sites are not cheap.  They range in cost between $5000 - $30,000, depending on the selected 
location and site.  Therefore it is not possible to provide every park with an off-leash site. Four more sites 
are currently under construction. At present there are 6 year-round exercise sites and 27 shared sites in 
the Portland Parks. The year-round sites may or may not be fenced, depending on which park you visit.  The 
shared sites are designated areas within a park that are not fenced.  These shared sites permit dogs off leash 
and only during specifi c hours.  Always remember to carry waste bags and dispose of it in the nearest trash 
can.  You can get a detailed list of both the year round and shared sites by logging onto the Portland Parks 
& Recreation website and click on Off-Leash Areas and Hours. If dog owners and non-dog owners work 
together, there can be a safe and happy medium for all.

PRODUCT CHANGES FOR THE BETTER
Hylyt shampoo will no longer be made available. 
We will be carrying Aloe & Oatmeal shampoo by 
Vet Solutions instead. The cost for you is cheaper 
and you get a larger bottle. The shampoo is soap 
free and can still be used prior to applying topical 
fl ea treatment since it doesn’t strip the oils.

3V capsules have replaced Derm Caps, also at 
a lower cost to you. The 3V capsules come in 
three sizes for a more custom dosage.

We are switching from Cosequin capsules 
to Synovi G3 granules for dogs.  We will, 
however, continue to carry Feline Cosequin and 
discontinue the Feline Synovi G3 granules due to 
its lack of palatability.

We will be returning to carrying Siphotrol Plus 
II premise spray.  We feel this premise spray 
is a superior product to the Knockout we’re 
currently using.  It’s designed to spray upside 
down.  It’s also alcohol based so it dries in about 
15 minutes, a real bonus for anyone having 
trouble fi nding a suitable place to house pets for 
a minimum of two hours. 

IMPORTANT NUMBERS TO KEEP ON HAND
ASPCA Poison Control Center   (888) 4ANIHELP  (426-4435) or (900) 443-0000  

Dove Lewis Emergency Animal Hospital    (503) 228-7281


